
Per Scholas St. Louis Hosts Inaugural Graduation 
Eleven technologists trained in cybersecurity skills ready to enter the local job market 

ST. LOUIS (November 16, 2022) – Earlier this month, 11 learners successfully graduated from Per 
Scholas’ inaugural Cybersecurity course in St. Louis. For more than 27 years, the national nonprofit has 
advanced economic equity through its tuition-free technology skills training, professional development, 
and employer connections. Per Scholas announced its expansion to St. Louis as part of the Cortex 
Innovation Community earlier this year. The launch of Per Scholas St. Louis would not have been 
possible without the generous contributions of The Bellwether Foundation, the William T. Kemper 
Foundation, and Bank of America. 

“We are so proud of our Cybersecurity graduates. The commitment, dedication, and determination of our 
learners to succeed is nothing short of inspiring,” said Dr. Charlie Mackey, Jr., Per Scholas St. Louis 
Managing Director. “Our graduates are ready to enter the St. Louis workforce with the cyber skills they 
need to succeed day one on the job.” 

Per Scholas St. Louis graduates have mastered Linux, network administration, behavioral analytics, 
security monitoring including how to detect and combat cyber threats, threat management, cyber incident 
response, and more. Learners participated in live, instructor-led training that featured hands-on activities 
using real world servers, tools, and technologies.  

Aligned with its commitment to diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging, three in four Per Scholas St. 
Louis learners are people of color, more than a quarter identify as women, and more than half have a high 
school diploma as their highest education credential.  

“Partnerships like the one we have with Per Scholas are critical to meeting our mission to accelerate 
inclusive economic growth in the region,” said Sam Fiorello, CEO of Cortex Innovation Community, the 
home of Per Scholas St. Louis. “These first Per Scholas St. Louis graduates, and the many more that will 
graduate in the coming years, represent what Cortex can really do to make our region better.” 

In early December, Per Scholas St. Louis will offer its popular IT Support training as its second course 
offering. Learners have the opportunity to earn the Google IT Support Professional Certificate as well as 
the CompTIA A+ certification and gain knowledge to fill a variety of entry-level tech roles. Applications 
are due November 21 and can be accessed by visiting PerScholas.org/StLouis.  

About Cortex Innovation Community: Cortex is a vibrant space serving as an inclusive economic engine for 
St. Louis. Cortex creates equitable economic impacts by leveraging high-quality facilities, developing 
programs that build knowledge and networks, and convening strategic partnerships that attract and support 
emerging and established companies. Founded in 2002 through a collaboration of Washington University in St. 
Louis, BJC HealthCare, the University of Missouri – St. Louis, Saint Louis University, and the Missouri 
Botanical Garden, the Cortex Innovation Community (CortexSTL.org) is an internationally recognized hub of 
innovation and entrepreneurship that is focused on accelerating inclusive economic growth in St. Louis. 

About Per Scholas: Per Scholas is a national organization that has been advancing economic mobility for 
more than 25 years. Through rigorous training, professional development, and robust employer connections, 
we prepare individuals traditionally underrepresented in technology for high-growth careers in the industry. 
We partner with leading employers to build more diverse talent pools, directly connecting our graduates to new 
career opportunities at businesses ranging from Fortune 500 companies to innovative startups. With campuses 
in 19 cities, Per Scholas has trained more than 17,000 individuals in tech skills, building bridges to careers in 
technology. To learn more, visit PerScholas.org and follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram. 
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